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the outbreak of the revolution forestalled
this allied disaster.
The Revolution of 1917. Throughout Feb-
ruary and March strikes, food riots and mob
demonstrations prevailed in Petrograd and
Moscow, and on March 11 the government
ordered the dissolution of the Duma. In-
stead of dissolving, the Duma, in the person
of its president, telegraphed a defiance to the
czar, and the troops began seizing the Cabinet
ministers. Among those arrested was former
Prime Minister Stiirmer, who had been open-
ly accused in the Duma of being a traitor.
Shortly after, the Duma voted a resolution
authorizing the executive council of the as-
sembly to establish a provisional government,
and on March 15 the czar was required to
sign a manifesto declaring his abdication and
that of the heir apparent, Alexis. On the
same day a coalition Cabinet was formed,
at the head of which was Prince Lvoff:, organ-
izer of the Zemstvos Union; Alexander Ker-
ensky, Minister of Justice, represented the
most powerful group, the workingmen and
soldiers. Kerensky was a Socialist, but with-
out radical tendencies.
The new government endeavored to carry
out a program of reform, but it was soon evi-
dent that the Cabinet was not radical enough
to satisfy the masses. In May the pacifist
elements forced the resignation of Milyukov,
who was suspected of imperialistic tenden-
cies. To Kerensky, who was then moved up
to the position of War Minister, fell the task
of organizing an offensive among soldiers
who had lost all heart for fighting. The Len-
in propaganda became too strong for Keren-
sky to overcome. On November 7, the Bol-
sheviki seized Petrograd, and on November
9 the All-Russian Congress of Workmen's
and Soldiers' delegates named a Cabinet with
Lenin as Premier and Trotzky as Minister
for Foreign Affairs.
The Soviets. What may be called the Rus-
sian Soviet Republic was then established.
Soviet means committee. At the time of the
first revolution Soviets sprang into being all
over the country, in the army regiments, in
the factories and in the villages. Each soviet
managed the affairs of the particular group
of which it was a part. When the Kerensky
government fell the BolshiviM utilized these
local committees to build up a structure in
which they had supreme power. All who
differed from them were eliminated, and by
this process Bolshevism and sovietism became
 one and the same thing. At the bottom of the
system are the local village Soviets, which
elect representatives to the district soviet on
a basis of one deputy to every 1,000 popula-
tion. This district soviet in turn elects rep-
resentatives to the provincial soviet on the
basis of one deputy to every 10,000 popula-
tion.
These province Soviets in turn elect repre-
sentatives to the territory or state soviet, one
deputy representing 25,000 population from
all these country Soviets. From the great
city Soviets delegates are elected to the all-
Russian convention on a basis of one deputy
for 25,000 city electors, and one representa-
tive for every 12,500 country population.
This Ail-Russian convention of Soviets is
called not less than twice a year and is the
supreme authority of the republic. Partici-
pation in elections is limited to those who
iavor Bolshevism, and all others are barred.
Thus there was established a new kind of au-
tocracy.
Later Developments. The system under
which the government functioned thereafter
has already been described. On his acces-
sion to power Lenin began to put his Bol-
shevik program into effect. In regard to do-
mestic matters, decrees were issued placing
all factories in the possession of workmen,
abolishing private ownership of land, and
giving to the state possession of mines, for-
ests and waterways. As a part of his foreign
policy, Lenin proposed to all the belligerents
that they declare a general armistice, and he
published certain secret documents stored in
the Russian archives. These were treaties
made between Russia and its allies, and their
publication was for the purpose of persuad-
ing the people that the allies were as imperial-
istic as Germany. No.reply having been re-
ceived to his proposals to the allied belliger-
ents, Lenin declared the Russians were justi-
fied in making peace with Germany, and on
December 14 an armistice was signed at the
ruined city of Brest-Litovsk, the German
headquarters in the east. After several weeks
of negotiation, a treaty was concluded at this
place, by which Russia signed away the right
to one-thirtieth of its territory and one-fifth
of its population. All sovereignty over
Esthonia, Livonia, Courland, Poland, Finland
and the Ukraine was relinquished, represent-
ing 298,650 square miles, and Russia prom-
ised to demobilize its army and to release Ger-
man prisoners. It was Germany's inten-

